Recruitment Ideas

Ideas That Have Worked

1.  Movie Demos- At appropriately themed movies, hand out flyers and socialize with the 

                              crowd.  Some theaters will allow you to do fighting demos as long as 

                              you do it outside.  The fighting demos are nice because you can 

                              usually get a couple of passerbys to fight each other.  You have to 

                             make sure you explain the “no headshots” rule, though.  For one demo 

                             (Atlantis), we actually read stories from around the world to people 

                             lined up waiting to see the movie.



     Some video stores (especially Hastings) have events for certain video 

                             releases.  This is also a good opportunity to hand out flyers and do 

                             fighting demos.

2.  Schools- One year, we were the entertainment at a medieval-themed band banquet.  

                    They gave us the courtyard where we fought and did some A&S stuff.  The  

                    best part was actually getting some of the guys to come join us.  (The girls 

                    thought that the three women fighting were just insane, especially since two 

                    of us were in court garb.)


        One group did a fighting demo for a class during their Shakespearean unit.  

        Another school had a Renaissance Fair, and one of our members, as a result 

        of a movie demo, lent his chain maille shirt for it.

3.  Gaming Shops- We plastered the main game store in town with flyers, and then got 

                               permission to hold weekly A&S meetings there.  As many of us 

                               frequented that store anyway, there was always someone around to 

                               answer questions.  We ended up earning the trust of parents and 

                               recruiting younger people to the field.

4.  County Fairs-  Some county fairs will allow local groups to advertise themselves.  I

                             understand that at one point in time, one field was actually allowed to 

                             hold fighting demos at their local Faire along with the local SCA 

                             group.  This is a good place for A&S demonstrations as well.

Some of My Own Crazy recruiting Theories

1.  Libraries/Literacy Councils-  Many libraries have a storytime/activity time for young 

                                   children (usually ages 2-5).  Yes, this is not our target audience, but 

           these children have parents and older siblings, and these two groups 

           have other friends who have other friends who…you get the 

           picture.  There are also passserbys in a library who could notice and 

           be interested.  Volunteer to read an appropriately themed story or 

           do an activity with the children.

           Similarly, volunteer to read or participate in activities with Literacy 

           Councils.  While both seem to be strange ideas, they get Amtgard 

           out into the community and make us look like a really neat bunch 

          of people, and good PR is always a good thing!

2.  Schools-  Many schools have enrichment and after-school programs.  Consider 

                     contacting a nearby school and offering to do something medieval/ 

                     Renaissance related with them.  There are some great activity books out 

                     there to give you ideas, or I have a six-lesson Enrichment course that 

                     includes a kid-safe tournament you can run for a school.


One thing we did, and I’m not sure where it falls in my categories, is we went caroling in a children’s hospital.  It was a lot of fun, and it was well-received by both the patients and their families.  We gathered up a number of period (or close to period) carols and walked through the halls in garb singing.  We made a point of stopping at open doors to serenade the child for a couple of verses.  We left flyers at the nurses station.  Again, anything you can do that makes Amtgard look good is a very happy thing!    

