Thoughts on the liege/vassal relationship

The path of the Knight is the highest calling one can aspire to in our society.  It is a calling to set aside the affairs of the moment and to focus instead on the greater good of the whole.  During his time as a peer of the society, a knight’s actions must be firmly rooted in the right; pure in intent and steadfast in application, or else he becomes a mockery of the integrity his charge engenders.  Without doubt, a knight’s vigilance is a lifelong committment.  From the moment he rises a knight until the moment he sets his sword and spurs aside for the mundane world, he is a servant of the society and an icon of what all should aspire to. 

During his travels and escapades in this society, a knight will oftentimes attract people to his banner who share the same ideals he does; some perhaps destined to become the knights of the next generation.  Many come with experiences of their own under their figurative belts, others need instruction, but all have a burning desire to defend the Dream of Amtgard.  The peer will take these individuals, refine and tutor them in the ways of a knight.  To signify the formal relationship between these two, the knight will place a red belt around their waist and call them squire, the term used to denote the attendant to a knight.

The process of refining a squire into a knight is a long and painful path, full of the never-ending call to serve, the inevitable backlash that everything you are doing is just so that you may one day “earn” the peerage, and the sacrifice of your own goals for the good of the people around you.  Oddly during this time of increased activity and service you will also see your recognition decrease, as what is merit-worthy in any other person is expected of you.  The important guide along this path is that you do what you have to because it is right to do so rather than because someone is watching.

Today I will impart to you one of the mysteries of the society you are called to protect.  No one, no man or woman truly in service to this society has ever ‘earned’ knighthood.  The type of personality that gives of itself as a knight is expected to cannot be taught.  Either the spirit of this society is within you or it is not, and this or any other belt you have around your waist from now till kingdom come only shows publicly that somebody who possesses that spirit sees that same spirit within you.

Being squire to a knight carries a particular price tag, in that while you are under my line and my rule, you are also beginning to develop your own line and your own rule.  Until you are elevated to the peerage, your retainers will be bound to both your and my sets of rules, and the task falls to you to make sure that both my and your retainers are not abandoning them, and to make sure they carry the belt of this family with honor.

This squires belt you take up now symbolizes the next chapter in the story of that long and difficult path you have placed willingly before yourself.  As your liege and your friend, I advise you not to take up this belt unless you are willing to place yourself right in the line of fire, to do so daily and without fear, to rise and lead when others cower, and to obey my wishes for my belted family.  These are not the requests of one part-time Amtgarder to another, but rather they are the requests of a Defender of the Dream to his most trusted and beloved servant.

Yet again I call you today to make a simple choice.  By accepting my belt you understand these things I have just said and have chosen to abide by the rules I have laid before you, those being:

· When you speak, be certain that what you say is the truth as far as you know it.  Should you state a thing to be truth when it is not, you take upon yourself the responsibility to make it so.

· At all times you should stand ready to serve the Society of Amtgard, regardless of kingdom, crown, or any other political situation.  The belt you take, first and foremost, is sworn to the belt of your liege, a servant of the society.

· As my retainer, it must be understood that my reputation will be reflected upon you; my enemies shall become your enemies.  Likewise, any actions you or any retainers you make shall reflect upon me.  Be certain you are prepared to have every statement you make or action you commit affect at least two other people, and behave with humility toward this charge.

