Thoughts on the liege/vassal relationship

The path of the Knight is the highest calling one can aspire to in our society.  It is a calling to set aside the affairs of the moment and to focus instead on the greater good of the whole.  During his time as a peer of the society, a knight’s actions must be blameless, pure in intent and steadfast in application, or else he becomes nothing more than an old fool out of touch with the society he was called upon to champion.  Regrettably, a knight’s vigilance is a lifelong committment.  From the moment he rises a knight until the moment he sets his sword and spurs aside for the mundane world, he is a servant of the society and an icon of what we should aspire to. 

These paragons of our society oftentimes find people who feel as they do; perhaps the future knights of the next generation.  They take these individuals, nurture them and tutor them in the ways of a peer.  These they clap a red belt around and call them squire, the term used to denote the attendant to a knight.

Many squires, motivated and inspired by their experiences with their own knight, chose to emulate this grand tradition and take up retainers they feel will serve well as future squires and indeed perhaps the future knights of the generation after the squire.  These we have two names for.  Both are alike in intent but differ in the manner in which they are instructed.

For the Page, battlefield experience alongside their liege is sacrificed in favor of better instruction in the arts, on service and the society we protect.  Just as there are many ways to achieve the peerage, so is it possible to find great meaning in the varied methods of service required off the field.

For the Man-at-Arms, education on matters of state and society are tempered by experience gained at his liege’s side on the field of battle.  A Man-at-Arms is closest to the squire in that the squire serves his knight much in the same ways as the man-at-arms serves his squire.

The belt you take up now symbolizes the beginning of a long and difficult path you place willingly before yourself.  Many do not succeed in it, simply growing tired of the chase, or giving themselves to other pursuits, or merely fail by their own actions.  Many more take up the belt for selfish or vain reasons, only to find that what they thought was easy glory turns for them into unending hell and dishonor.  Even should you achieve the accolade of knighthood, all that I have said to you will become apparent tenfold.

But today you make a simple choice.  By accepting my belt you understand these things I have just said and have chosen to abide by the rules I shall lay before you now.

· When you speak, be certain that what you say is the truth as far as you know it.  Should you state a thing to be truth when it is not, you take upon yourself the responsibility to make it so.

· Apathy, jealousy, and lack of self-confidence will be your greatest adversaries along this path.  When they arise to do battle against you, remember to strike at them and not at those they put in your way to slow you.

· At all times you should stand ready to serve the Society of Amtgard, regardless of kingdom, crown, or any other political situation.  The belt you take, first and foremost, is sworn to the belt of your liege, a servant of the society.

· As my retainer, it must be understood that my reputation will be reflected upon you; my enemies shall become your enemies.  Likewise, any actions you or any retainers you may one day make shall reflect upon me.  Be certain you are prepared to have every statement you make or action you commit affect at least two other people, and behave with humility toward this charge.

